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. Constructed from g single sheet of wood of square formet, the
voiurr‘ec of his reliefs are obtained by the subtraction and additicn of a
moduior element As in Lowe's reliefs since the start of the 187C5%, the

ccent is not placed on the forms hut an the relationships that exist
be-;ween them. In the relief, a square is cut from the thickness of the
sheet and is joined o the adjacent surface, twe sguares leaving a rectan-
gular voud are piled upcn one another and sc forth.. The width of the
space is, 0 fact, always proportional to the height of the space n relief,
The cheoice of material rernains crucial, not for its texture, the wood 15
coated with smeeth acrylic paint, but for its thicksess which constttutes
the basic unity on which the composition is calculated. The logic applied
to the material and the technioue adopted draws the relief cioser to col-
lage than to sculpture — its uniform grey surface, a tonality traditionally
reserved for shadows, is in fact a purified form in which the attertion is
carried exclusively to the composition. Rejection of celour, of biack and
white, appears as the ultimate rejection of all reference fo nature. The
affirrmation of a non-rmimetic art alsc led Lowe to lay dairn to modes of
creation tased on mathematics, Althcugh this diaim is rooted in the
teaching he recaived from Kenneth and Mary Marti, his interast in
matheratics 1s reinforced in the 1950 by his discovery of recent literature

n topology - for Lowe, the choice of mathematics is not justified by 2 will
to \mdem‘iard and control ail nossible combinations of forms but, on the
contrary, by the deswe to create i his works, events end appearances that
nis imagination couid not prefigure. The mathematical system used here,
4 sirnple progression, allows an asymunetric compostion and 1ts possibie
develcpment i 2 series, the system teing in itself infipite.

Anne Monfort




umE & voig, 1975-89, 40 x 40 ¢m, painted wood
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